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The finalists for a spot on Trafalgar Square’s Fourth Plinth are now at the National Gallery in London. Clockwise from top 
right, models of sculptures by Heather Phillipson, the Raqs Media Collective, Michael Rakowitz, Huma Bhabha and 
Damián Ortega. Credit Clockwise from bottom left: courtesy of the artists; bottom right: courtesy of the artists and  
Frith Street Gallery 

LONDON — As New York gets ready to build a plinth for newly commissioned art on the High Line, 
London on Thursday unveiled the five contenders for the sculpture platform on Trafalgar Square 
known as the Fourth Plinth. 

They include the reconstruction of a winged bull statue destroyed by the Islamic State in Iraq in 2015, 
submitted by the American artist Michael Rakowitz, and a sculpture of cherry-topped whipped cream 
holding a fly and a drone, by the British artist Heather Phillipson. 

The two winning projects will be announced in March and installed on the plinth, one in 2018 and 
one in 2020. The other finalists are Huma Bhabha, Damián Ortega and the Raqs Media Collective. 



Models of all five works are on display through March 26 at the National Gallery in London. Standing 
beside a maquette of his winged bull, Mr. Rakowitz, whose mother was born in Baghdad, said the 
work would be constructed of empty cans of Iraqi date syrup, and would be “a placeholder for the 
thousands of human lives that have gone missing and can’t be reconstructed.” 

Ms. Phillipson described her submission as emblematic of today’s world: “on the verge of collapse,” 
with “other life-forms starting to prey on it.” She said it related to “the political moment: something 
about a moment of hubris and potential calamity.” 

The first sculpture to occupy the Fourth Plinth was Mark Wallinger’s “Ecce Homo” in 1999. The 
program is run by the office of the mayor of London, which also provides partial financing. 
 
 


